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want to know about death and the hereP after-what
is to take place. They ask, "Is
EOPLE

there life beyond the grave, or does death end
all?" As long as death stalks the land, men will ask,
"If a man die, shall he live agf,inr (Job 14:14).
God has spoken on the subject. His revealed
Word gives to man the meaning of death and the
states that follow it. The Scriptures must be recognized as authoritative and final (II Tim. 3:16,17;
I Cor. 14:37; II Pet. 1:3,21). 'The doctrine of last
things" is used by scholars to define Biblical teaching as to the end of this life, the interim between
death and the resurrection,· the second coming of
Christ, final judgment, and eternal destiny.
I. What 111 Man?
An integral part of any study of the destiny of
man after death demands an investigation into the
origin, nature, and constitution of man himself.
What is man, then, and whence did he come?
"What is man, that thou art mindful of him?" (Ps.
8: 4). There are but two possible answers: ( 1 )
Man is a mere animal who evolved from the unknown ages past through a process of evolution, or
( 2) man is a spirit-being who was created by an act
of God. If man evolved from lower life and is
wholly mortal, as some claim, then all questions
concerning the dead can be easily answered-the
dead have ceased to be; they are extinct, and all
who die will likewise become extinct.
The theory of evolution as applied to the origin

of man is unproved-and unprovable. Scripture
teaches a diflerent view about the origin and nature
of man. The Bible definitely affirms that man was
created by Jehovah, in the image of God: "So God
created man in his own image, in the image of God
created he him; male and female created he the~"
(Gen. 1:27). The exact order of the process 1s
further described in these words: "And the Lord
God formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and
man became a living soul" (Gen. 2:7). The Lord
created man "a little lower than the angels [or,
"lower than God," ASV] and "crowned him with
glory and honour" (Ps. 8:5). These Biblical statements show that man was divinely created a compound being-a material body and an inbreathed
part by Jehovah. There is a great difleren~e between men and animals. Man was created m the
image of God, but animals were not (Cf. Luke
3:38).
Paul teaches that man's whole nature is body,
soul, and spirit: i pray God your whole spirit and
soul and body be preserved blameless unto the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ" (I Thess. 5:23).
The body is the fleshly or material part. Soul
sometimes refers to the physical life (Ps. 78:50); it
often refers to the whole man ( Acts 2:41; 1 Pet.
3:20), and soul and spirit are sometimes used interchangeably (Luke 23:46; Acts 2:27)-as in this
study-meaning that the spirit is the immortal nature of man. The Scriptures often refer to man as
body and soul, or body and spirit, rather than the
three-fold division, meaning that soul and spirit are
one and the same entity (cf.Rom. 8:10; I Cor. 7:34;
5:5; Luke 8:55; Acts 2:31; Gen. 35:18; 1 Kings
2

17:21,22). Paul again affirmed man's compound
nature when he wrote of the "outward man" and
the "inward man" (II Cor. 4:16). The spirit dwells
within the body.
Daniel cried: "I Daniel was grieved in my spirit
in the midst of my body . . ." ( Dan. 7: 15).
The real "I" of man is this invisible spirit within
the body. Zechariah said:" ... the Lord ... formeth
the spirit of man within him" tZech. 12:1). Again,
"... there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of
the Almighty giveth them understanding" (Job 32:
8); there are those who "dwell in houses of clay"
(Job 4:19; cf. 14:22). Man, then, is a spirit enshrined in a body, the spirit being the true self.
The Bible teaches that the spirit of man, being
the offspring of God, is like its Father and is immortal. "God is a Spirit" (John 4:24). In contrast
with the "fathers of our flesh," God is "the Father
of spirits [or, "our spirits," footnote ASV]" (Heb.
12:9). Paul declared, 'We are the offspring of
God" ( Acts 17:29). "God is Spirit" and man's
spirit is the "offspring of God." The spirit, being a
distinct entity from God, is the immortal part of
man. Although by his body man is allied to this
earth, by his spirit he is in the likeness of God.
Like begets like. Man's spirit is immortal, because
God created man's spirit after His immortal Spirit
(1 Tim. 1:17). God is eternal (Ps. 90:1,2); He
is the source of all life (John 5:26; 1 Tim. 6:16;
Luke 3:38). And, like God, man is immortal, for
his spirit is created in "the image of God."
God "has put eternity into man's mind" (Eccl.
3:11 RSV; cf. Prov. 20:27). Peter said that the
"hidden man of the heart" is to be adorned "'in
that which is not corruptible" (I Pet. 3:4). The
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"heart" is "the hidden man," the soul, "the inward
man" (Rom. 7:22), the real man; and "not corruptible" means "immortal." The Psalmist declared:
"Your heart shall live forever" (Ps. 22:26). Only
the body is mortal (Rom. 6:12; 8:11; II Cor. 4:11),
but even it will become immortal at the resurrection (I Cor. 15:42-45. Cf. Rom. 2:7).
Man's spirit does not signify wind, air, or breath,
but the rational part of man, the undying soul.
The image of God in man consists of those Godlike attributes of man's intellectual and moral
nature (Jas. 3:9). The spirit of man is the part
that knows the things of a man: •For what man
knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of
man which is in him?" (I Cor. 2:11; cf. Gen. 6:5;
Job 38:36; Rom. 10:1,10). Paul served God with
his spirit (Rom. 1:9) and his mind (Rom. 7:25;
cf. vs. 22; Eph. 4:23). The fact that man's soul
came, not from the dust, but from the eternal
God, justifies belief in the immortality of the soul
and its survival at the body's dissolution.
Thayer ( Greek-English Lexicon) defines spfrit
( his second definition) as "the rational spirit, the
power by which a human being fee"ls,thinks, wil"ls,
decides; the soul:'"3. "a spirit, i.e., a simple essence,
devoid of all or at least all grosser matter, and possessed of the power of knowing, deciding, and acting." (p. 520). On soul he says (2. C.) it is "an
essence which differs from the body and is not
dissolved by death" ( p. 677).
Thus man, as created by Jehovah, is (has) an immortal spirit which lives beyond death. In respect
to his visible or material organism, man is mortal;
but with reference to his deathless, intelligent spirit
within, derived from God, he is immortal.
4

l II.
What ,. Death?
The Bible teaches that physical death is the separation of the spirit from the body, at which separation the dust shall "return to the earth as it was: and
the spirit shall return unto God who gave it" ( Eccl.
12:7). The body returns to its origin, the dust,
while the spirit, the real man, returns to its origin,
God (Gen. 3:19).
The poet Longfellow exprpsed this truth:

Uf e Is real/ Ltfe Is eamutl
And the grave Is not It& goal;
Dwt thou art, to dust retumeth,
W118 not 'f'JOlcen c,/ the Boul.

James wrote that "the body without the spirit is
dead" (Jas. 2:26). The Bible does not say that
the spirit is dead without the body; it says the body
is dead without the spirit. The spirit does not die.
Thayer gives this definition of death: 1. " ... that
separation ( whether natural or violent) of the soul
from the body by which the life on earth is ended:'
(Gr.-Eng. Lex., p. 282).
The spirit departs from the body at death. When
Rachel died, her soul departed (Gen: 35:18). In
that sad hour, soul and body became separated
from each other. Death is described as the "giving
up of the ghost" or spirit. For examples: Abraham
"gave up the ghost and died" (Gen. 25.8); Jesus,
while on the cross, said, "Father, into thy hands I
commend my spirit," whereupon "he gave up the
ghost" (Luke 23:46. Cf. Gen. 35:29; 49:33; Acts
5:5,10; 7:59,60). The Bible compares the departure
of the soul at death to the flying away of a bird:
"We fly away" (Ps. 90:10). The "we" who ..fly
away" are the spirits, not the bodies. So death
is spoken of as the sours departure or exodus from
5

this world. In prison at Rome, Paul spoke of death
as a departure from this life: "For I am in a strait
betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be
with Christ; which is far better: nevertheless to
abide in the flesh is more needful for you" ( Phil.
1:23,24; cf. Luke 2:29; 9:31). Later he wrote
"The time of my departure is at hand" ( II Tim'.
4:6). The word here translated "departure" connotes in the original Greek loosening the mooringropes of a ship, pulling up the anchors, and setting
sail on a voyage.
This metaphor of dying is beautifully expressed
in the following poem:
Croasing

the Bar

Sunset and evening star,
And one clear call for me,
And may there be no moaning at the bar
When I put out to sea.
But such a tide as moving seems asleep,
Too full for sound and foam,
When that which drew from out the boundless deep,
Turns again home.
Twilight and evening bell,
And after that the dark,
And may there be no sadness of farewell
When I embark.
For tho' from out our bourne of time and place,
The flood may bear me far,
I hope to see my Pilot face to face,
When I have crossed the bar.
-TENNYSON

The human body is a tabernacle or dwelling
place in which the real man lives. Death is referred
to as the putting off of this tabernacle ( II Pet.
1:13-15). The apostle Paul wrote: "For we know
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house
6

not made with hands, eternal in the heavens" ( II
Cor. 5:1). He a'lso spoke of being "in this tabernacle" and "at home in the body;" and also "absent
from the body" and "present with the Lord" ( vss.
4-8). Therefore, life is that state of man when
the body and spirit are together; death is that condition that follows the separation of body and spirit.
The miracle of bringing persons back to life in
Biblical times was simply the returning of the spirit
to the body. Elijah prayed that µie son of the widow
of Zarephath might be restored to life. "I pray
thee, let this child's soul come into him again ... ;
and the soul of the child came into him again,
and he revived" (I Kings 17:21,22). Death came
when the soul became separated from the body;
the child lived when "the soul of the child came
into him [i.e., into the body] again." When the
Ruler's daughter was raised by Christ, "her spirit
came again" (Luke 8:55. Cf. Acts 9:36-41). In
dying, her spirit had left the body; in coming to
life again, her spirit had to return. Thus, her spirit
must have existed while she was dead.
The dissolution of the body does not also include the dissolution of the spirit. There is no
reason to believe from any statement in the Scriptures that the spirit, which is a distinct entity from
the body, cannot exist apart from the body after
death. Spirit-beings do exist apart from material
bodies; God and angels do (John 4:24; Ps. 104:4;
Luke 24:39; Heb. 1:14). Man's spirit-which is
a non-material and incorporeal being-may or may
not be associated with a physical body. In fact,
the Bible affirms many times that man's spirit does
continue to exist after death. The patriarchs died
and were "gathered to their people" ( cf. Gen. 25:
7

8,9,17; 35:29; 49:33; Num. 20:26; Deut. 32:50).
This can mean only one thing: they were joined in
an existence beyond this life; the reunion was not a
mere reunion of corpses but of spirits. David did
not consider his dead child non-existent, but only
separated from the body and living in another
place. Thus he said: "I shall go to him, but he shall
not return to me" (II Sam. 12:23). He expected to
depart this life some day and go to the child.
Jesus taught that the spirit survives the death
of the body when he said: "And fear not them
which kill the body, but are not able to kill the
soul" (Matt. 10:28; cf. Luke 12:4). This implies
that the soul does not die when the body dies; on
the contrary, the soul, which man cannot kill, continues to live after death. But if man were composed merely of dust and animal life, then whoever
killed the body would at the same time kill the
soul.
That the dead continue to live was further emphasized by Christ while on the cross when He
said to the dying penitent robber, "Today shalt thou
be with me in paradise" ( Luke 23:43). This statement meant that the thief was to exist after death;
he was to enter at once into a realm with Christ.
Neither the spirit of the thief nor the spirit of
Christ went out of existence that day when they
died.
Moreover, the spirit's personal existence in a disembodied state between man's death and his resurrection is taught in the account of the transfiguration of Christ, when Moses and Elias appeared and
talked with him (Matt. 17:1-8; Luke 9:28-36). At
the time of the transfiguration, Moses had been
dead about fifteen hundred years and his body
!I

buried in some unknown place at Mount Nebo.
Elias had been gone from this earth a long time.
Yet Moses and Elias were still in existence, retaining their personal identity and individuality. Moses
and Elias are not even now reduced to non-existence.
Think of it! Atheism-which cannot be provedoffers nothing to the person who, at the close of
life, can only look forward to a dark grave and
oblivion! Materialists say that min is wholly mortal
and has no spirit dwelling in his body; to die means
to cease to exist; the dead are "wholly unconscious,
being entirely out of existence except in God's
memory." (See J. F. Rutherford, Where Are the
Dead? Brooklyn: Watch Tower Bible and Tract
Society, 1932, pp. 29, 31.) According to materialists, when man dies, he dies '1ilce the little dog
Rover-all over"! After death he exists no more
than the dead dog.
Some people argue that Eccl. 3: 19,20 teaches
that man is like the brute beast with no spirit to
outlive the body. This passage, however, shows
that the deaths of men and of beasts are alike only
in respect to their bodies. Both die and return to
dust from whence they came. But they are very
unlike in another way: man has an immortal spirit;
beasts do not ( see vs. 21). Like that of the lower
animals, man's body is earthly, and his death is
inevitable. There is perfect harmony, therefore,
between this statement and Ps. 146:4, which says
"his thoughts [or, "plans," "purposes," in Job 17:11]
pen.sh." Further, Eccl. 12:7 says the spirit of man
returns to God at death.
To the Sadducees in Christ's time on earth, death
meant annihilation; a dead man was a nonentity.
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They were materialists who maintained that the
soul died with the body. Therefore, after death
there could be neither existence nor resurrection.
They denied the existence of spiritual beings ( Acts
23:8).
Once the Sadducees came to Jesus and presented
a somewhat trivial case. A woman who had married
seven men in succession died. They inquired of
Jesus which of the seven men would be her husband in the resurrection. Christ told them that they
misunderstood the nature of the resurrection and
the future life: "Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God. For in the resurrection
they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but
are as the angels of God in heaven." Jesus proved
from the writings of Moses ( which they accepted) that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were yet
living: "But as touching the resurrection of the
dead, have ye not read that which was spoken unto
you by God, saying, I am [present tense] the God
of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob?" Then Christ added: "God is not the God of
the dead [as they thought of the dead] but of the
living" ( Matt. 22: 29-32; cf. Mark 12: 18-27). When
God originally said this to Moses at the burning
bush (Ex. 3:6), Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had
been dead for generations. They were still living
then, and they are still living now; only their bodies
have perished. The same is true of all others who
have died. The major premise of Christ's argument is that "God is the God of the living." Luke
states that Jesus said to them: "For he is not a God
of the dead, but of the living: for aU live unto him"
( Luke 20:38). Whether the spirit is in the body

or out, "all live unto him." Christ's answer forever
silenced the Sadducees.
Materialists miss the Biblical meaning of death;
their definition of death is "to cease to exist," but
this is not God's definition. With the Lord death
means "separation." Whether the word in the
Scriptures is used literally or figuratively, death
always means separation, never annihilation. There
are three types of death: ( 1) physical, the separation of soul and body (Jas. 2:26; Gen. 35:18); (2)
spiritual, the separation of thefsoul from God (Eph.
2:1; John 5:25; Gen. 2:17; Isa. 59:1,2; Matt. 8:22; 1
Tim. 5:6; I John 3:14); (3) eternal, the separation
from God forever in hell (Rev. 20:14,15; 21:8;
Matt. 25:46; Rom. 6:23; Jas. 5:19,20; II Thess.
1:7-9; Ezek. 18:20). Sin brings about a spiritual
separation between God and man, but a soul can
never be put out of existence (Rev. 14:11).
Life is also used in these three senses: ( 1 ) physical ( l Kings 17:21,22; Luke 8: 55 ) ; ( 2) spiritual
(John 11:25,26; 8:51; 1 John 5:12); (3) eternal
(Matt. 25:46; Tit. 1:2; 3:7; l John 2:25; Rev. 22:14).
There is a difference between eternal life and eternal
existence. Life and death have reference to two
states or conditions of existence: union and separation. Death does not mean the complete extinction of being. All men have eternal existence-some in happiness, because of a holy life; others
in torment, because of a sinful life. A person may,
therefore, be dead in one sense but alive in another.
He can be alive physically and at the same time be
dead spiritually.
Those who now affirm that no part of man survives death are only reaffirming the oft-refuted
doctrine of the ancient Sadducees. The truth is,
II

however, the physically dead are still living-with
their own individual personalities. It is not a case
of "they have been,'' but "they are." The dead are
yet alive, out of their bodies. They wait for the day
of resurrection of their bodies.
111. A.re the Dead Consciou,?

Again, many ask: "What is the condition of the
soul aft~r death and before the resurrection? Is the
departed soul conscious or unconscious?" The Holy
Scriptures can answer these questions and provide
accurate information.
The Lord's narrative of the rich man and Lazarus
teaches that the soul is conscious between physical
death and the resurrection (Luke 16:19-31). The
soul lives after the body dies, in bliss or in misery,
according to the life lived upon this earth. The
rich man died and was immediately "in torments."
He not only knew of his misery, but he remembered
his five brothers, still alive on earth, and wished
to keep them from coming to that place. Father
Abraham asked him to recall his previous life on
earth for it would help him understand why he was
now tormented. In the meantime, Lazarus also
died, but he was immediately happy, "comforted."
Hence, both the rich man and Lazarus were in a
state of conscious existence. They could still remember their life on earth.
Some seek to evade the force of the plain language
of Jesus by saying that this narrative is just a parable. Whether parable, history, or both, the Scripture teaches truth, not falsehood. To say it is a
parable does not alter the facts about the two men.
Unlike fables, the parables of the Lord are realistic. The conditions of after-life which Christ de11

scribed here actually exist, and he gave an
accurate description of them. Jesus said: 'There
was a certain rich man." Was there? He said:
"There was a certain beggar named Lazarus." Was
there? Did the rich man die? Did Lazarus die?
Jesus said they did. Christ often used historical
facts to illustrate and teach spiritual truth. How
foolish for one to think of the narrative as a fairy
tale!
\Vhile the events in this narrative were factual,
the Lord used some figurative language to clarify
man's understanding. To describe spirit-beings
Christ had to use concepts drawn from human experience. There may not have been any literal
flame, or water, or gulf in the spirit realm;· but
something real and certain was represented by this
imagery. The conscious joys and torments of these
two disembodied spirits were facts, though described in figurative language.
Two great facts can be learned from this narrative of the rich man and Lazarus: (1) Death
is not extinction; the spirit survives the dissolution
of the body and lives after the body has returned
to the dust; ( 2) disembodied spirits are in a state
of consciousness-happy or miserable, depending
upon the life they have lived while in the body.
They are conscious of existence and retain memories of earthly life. The Bible, therefore, teaches
that man's spirit is capable of separate and conscious existence when the body is dissolved.
Paul viewed death not as a loss but as a gain, a
departure to be with Christ, which would be "far
better" ( Phil. 1:23). One cannot imagine that Paul
meant he preferred the total blank of unconsciousness ( not to mention annihilation! ) to the
I)

mingled joys and sorrows of this wonderful life on
earth serving the Lord. How could this condition
after death have been "far better" than living in
this world? Indeed, to the Christian, "to die is
gain" ( vs. 21 ) .
In addition, Paul's experience when he was
caught up to "the third heaven," "into Paradise,"
as related in II Cor. 12:2-4, clearly teaches conscious existence outside of the body. Actually Paul
did not know whether he was in or out of the body
at that moment. If out of the body, he continued
conscious existence. What was true in this case
is likewise true in every case of separation of body
and spirit: the spirit continues its conscious existence after departure from the body.
The souls of the early martyrs in their disembodied state are described as alive and conscious,
while awaiting the day of judgment ( Rev. 6:9-11).
The righteous dead are blessed or happy: "Blessed
are the dead which die in the Lord . . . that they
may rest from their labours; and their works do
follow them" (Rev. 14:13). A person lost to all consciousness is not happy; yet the Bible says those
who die in the Lord are happy. It does not say
they will be happy, but that they are happy now.
The passage most used as proof that the dead
are unconscious is Eccl. 9:5, which says that "the
dead know not anything." But the next verse says,
"under the sun." This passage has reference solely
to what the dead can know or do "under the sun "
that is, in this busy world in which they on~e
lived. After death, man's activity ceases on earth;
he knows nothing of what is happening on earth
after he dies. The Scripture has no reference
whatsoever to the spirit's being unconscious after

death.
Some believe in "soul-sleeping," that is, that the
spirit exists afth death in a state of unconsciousness. Scriptures which speak of death as a "sleep"
are used by the adherents of this belief to teach
that the soul is unconscious between death and the
resurrection ( e.g., Mark 5:39; John 11:11; Acts
7:60; I Thess. 4:13-15) However, the word sleep,
when used concerning physical death, always refers to the bodies, not to the spirits. Bodies "sleep
in the dust of the earth" ,nan. 12:2), in "the
graves" ( Matt. 27 :52,53). Thus, a cemetery, the
burial place of the dead, is literally "a sleeping
place" where dead bodies await their resurrection.
The spirits are not in the graves. They are not
asleep anywhere; they are conscious, "for all live"
( Luke 20: 38), whether alive or dead. Hence,
sleep is used figuratively in the Scriptures to describe death, for there is a resemblance between a
dead body and a sleeping body. A dead person
looks as though he were asleep. At death the body
falls asleep, but the soul does not fall asleep. And,
as the sleeping person awakes in the morning to
activities of a new day, so will the bodies that sleep
in the graves be raised to a new life.
The idea of soul-sleeping is not taught in the
Bible. Souls do not spend the long intervening
years between death and the resurrection in some
comatose state. In the Bible, "death" is neither
"extinction" nor "unconsciousness" of the soul. The
departed spirits are living and conscious.
IV. Where Are the Dead?
At death the spirit leaves the body and maintains
a separate, conscious existence-but where? The
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soul is neither asleep with the body in the grave,
nor does it hover near the grave; nor has it entered
some other body, as some religionists suppose.
Any idea of transmigration or reincarnation of souls
is wholly at odds with Biblical teaching. The Bible
says the spirit at death returns unto God who gave
it ( Eccl. 12:7).
Where, then, do souls go at death to await the
resurrection? Is it to the ultimate destination, either
heaven or hell, that shall be theirs after the judgment; or to an intermediate abode? At the day of
final judgment, when Christ comes again, the Lord
will say to the redeemed: "Come, ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world." To the wicked he will
say: "Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire. . . . And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life
eternal" ( Matt. 25:31-46). At that day the followers of Christ will receive their crown of righteousness (II Tim. 4:8; I Pet. 5:4; Luke 14:14).
Christ said: "Let not your heart be troubled: ye
believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's
house are many mansions: if it were not so,
I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again, and receive you unto myself;
that where I am, there ye may be also" ( John
14:1-3). Even the saints who lived under the
Old Testament are still waiting for entrance into
the eternal home of the righteous. Peter, on Pentecost, referring to David, declared: "David is not
ascended into the heavens" ( Acts 2:34). Hence,
souls do not enter their eternal state, either heaven
or hell, at the moment of death.
16

The place pfepared by the Lord where all disembodied spirits dwell between death and the
resurrection is an intermediate abode called Hades.
Two passages in the New Testament Scriptures
state this fact: (1) Luke 16:23 (ASV). The spirits
of both the rich man and of Lazarus were in Hades
after death. Of the rich man Jesus said, "And in
Hades he lifted up his eyes." ( 2) Acts 2:27,31
(ASV). The spirit of Jesus went to Hades when He
died. Peter, on Pentecost, re~rring to a prophecy
of David, said: "For David saith concerning him
[Christ] 'Thou wilt not leave my soul unto Hades."'
And he later added: "Neither was he left unto
Hades." When man dies, the spirit goes to Hades,
and the body goes to the tomb. Hades is divided
into two compartments, Paradise, the abode of the
righteous, and Tartarns, the abode of the wicked.
At the resurrection righteous souls will leave Paradise, and wicked souls will leave Tartarns. Then,
after the judgment the righteous will dweU in
heaven and the wicked will exist in hell forever.
The original word Hades is translated hell in the
King James Version (trans. 1611) in these passages:
Luke 16:23 and Acts 2:27,31. It should be noted,
however, that in this version four different words
are all translated hell: Hades, Gehenna, Tartarns,
and Sheol. For proper understanding, it is necessary to know how each of these words of the Bible
is used.
Hades means the place to which all spirits go,
regardless of their moral character. Hades primarily means "the unseen, or invisible world."
The place of departed souls, though unseen to
people on earth, is not unseen to God. Always, in
the New Testament, Hades signifies only the region
11

of disembodied spirits. The grave denotes only
the receptacle of the body. Thayer defines Hades
as "the common receptacle of disembodied spirits"
(Gr.-Eng. Lex., p. 11). The Greek word Hades
occurs ten times in the New Testament Scriptures:
Matt. 11:23; 16:18; Luke 10:15; 16:23; Acts 2:27,
31; Rev. 1:18; 6:8 20:13, 14. In the American
Standard Version ( trans. 1901) the Greek word
Hades is never translated hell.
Gehenna denotes the final abode of the wicked,
the hell of fire. In both the King James and the
American Standard versions it is always translated
hell. Gehenna occurs twelve times in the Greek
New Testament: Matt. 5:22, 29, 30; 10:28; 18:9;
23: 15, 33; Mark 9:43, 45, 47; Luke 12:5; Jas. 3:6.
Thus, Jesus did not say that the rich man lifted
up his eyes in Gehenna, nor did Peter say that
Christ's soul was left in Gehenna. Instead, his spirit
was in Hades while his body was in the tomb. Nor
were the rich man and Lazarus in their final destinations (hell and heaven). The account of them
speaks of conditions before the final judgment day,
for the rich man still had five brothers on this earth.
The resurrection and final judgment had not yet
occurred and will not occur until the end of time.
In both references the word is Hades, or the realm
of disembodied spirits.
When the King James translation was made, the
English word hell meant both the unseen place of
the dead (Hades) and the place of eternal punishment after the judgment (Gehenna). The American Standard translators, knowing that the word
hell no longer had the meaning of the Greek word
Hades, and realizing there were two different words
in the original Greek (Hades and Gehenna), gave
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Hades an English spelling and left it in the text. In
every place where Gehenna is found, they translated
it hell and put the word Gehenna in the footnote.
Tartarus occurs only one time in the Greek New
Testament Scriptures and is translated hell in both
the King James and American Standard versions:
" ... God spared not the angels that sinned, but
cast them down to hell, and delivered them into
chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment"
( II Pet. 2:4). Reference here is to the fallen angels,
and is similar to Jude's statement concerning them
( Jude 6). These angels are nowfin Tartarus, awaiting judgment. Hence, Tartarus is the compartment
of the Hadean world occupied by wicked spirits
between death and the resurrection as they await
final judgment.
The word Paradise refers to the abode of righteous spirits in Hades. By comparing Christ's reply
to the robber ("Today shalt thou be with me in
paradise," Luke 23:43) with Peter's statemen~
about Christ ("Neither was he left unto Hades,
Acts 2:31 ASV), a person sees then that Paradise is
a compartment of Hades. Christ went to Hades.
Christ also went to Paradise. Therefore, Paradise
is in Hades. Thus, the Bible teaches that there are
two divisions in Hades: Paradise and Tartarus. Although both the good and bad go to Hades at
death their condition there is not the same; some
are i~ a state of happiness, others in a state of
misery.
The word Paradise is also applied to the eternal
home of the redeemed, which they will inherit in
their resurrected immortal bodies after the judgment (Rev. 2:7; cf. II Cor. 12:4). The word primarily means "a pleasure garden, a place of de19

light." The word is used in the Scriptures in the
following senses: ( 1) the Garden of Eden ( See
the Septuagint Version of Gen. 2 and 3), ( 2) the
place of rest for the righteous spirits after death,
and (3) heaven (Rev. 22:1-5).
Paradise is any place prepared for enjoyment.
It also signi£es a condition of enjoyment. Thus,
"Paradise" may be used properly to describe man's
original home, or the place where righteous spirits
go at death to await the resurrection, or their
final home after judgment-i.e., heaven.
When Christ said to the thief on the cross that
both he and the thief would be together that day
in Paradise, he referred to the place of rest for
disembodied spirits (Cf. Job. 3:17; Rev. 14:13).
To be in Paradise with Christ did not and could
not mean a state of unconsciousness or non-existence, or heaven. [Note that Christ did not ascend
to heaven until forty days after his resurrection.
See Luke 24:50,51 and Acts 1:3-11.] If Jesus and
the penitent robber were together in Paradise, and
following his death on the cross if Jesus went to
Hades (Acts 2:27,31), therefore Paradise is in
Hades, and Jesus and the robber were together in
Hades while they were together in Paradise. Hence,
Paradise in Luke 23:43 does not refer to heaven,
the eternal abode of the saved, for Christ did not
go to heaven when he died.
On the third day after his crucifixion, Christ's
spirit came out of Hades, and his body was raised
from the dead. The spirit of the thief, on the other
hand, did not come from Hades, and his body remained in the grave. Until the day of resurrection,
his spirit will remain in Hades and his body in his
tomb. In like manner, all disembodied spirits reJU

main in Hades until the resurrection of their bodies.
To affirm, therefore, as many do, that at death the
departing spirit goes immediately to heaven ( if he
be righteous) or to hell ( if wicked) is not in
harmony with many plain Scriptures.
Some teach that since the ascension of Christ
righteous souls now go immediately to heaven.
The idea that Paradise has now been transferred
to heaven is not supported by the Scriptures ( Cf.
Acts 2:34).
Thus, both the rich man aJd Lazarus were in
Hades; but they were not in the same compartment; for one was "comforted," the other "tormented," and a "great gulf' was between them
(Luke 16:23-26). Lazarus was in "Abraham's
bosom." This surely means a place of rest, equivalent to the "Paradise" in Luke 23:43. Souls of believers at death pass into a state of blessedness.
They remain in that state until the resurrection, at
which time they will be exalted to a state of final
bliss. Moreover, just as there is a place of bliss
for the righteous immediately after death, there is
also a place of torment in Hades for those who
have not lived according to God's will. The rich
man went to Hades at death, and in that place he
suffered torment. Although he was in anguish, he
was not in Gehenna. Both good and bad spirits
are in Hades: the rich man, tormented in Tartarus;
Lazarus, comforted in Abraham's bosom. The
punishment of the ungodly precedes as well as
follows the final judgment. 'The Lord knoweth
how ... to keep the unrighteous under punishment
unto the day of judgment" (II Pet. 2:9 ASV). A
distinction must be made between the punishment
in Tartarus for disembodied spirits of the wicked,
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and the punishment in Gehenna after the final
judgment. The punishment in Gehenna comprehends "both soul and body" after the resurrection
and judgment ( Cf. Matt. 10:28; 2.5:46).
Although there are both joys and torments in
Hades before the resurrection, ultimate pleasures
and punishments must await the reunion of the
spirit with the resurrected body and the final judgment. Whatever the state of the good and bad may
be while in Hades, that state will certainly be ,exchanged for another of like nature at the resurrection.
The Old Testament Hebrew word Sheol parallels the New Testament Greek word Hades. Both
mean the unseen realm of departed spirits (Cf.
Ps. 16:10 with Acts 2:27 ASV). Sheol does not
refer to Gehenna, nor to the literal grave, the abode
of the· body. In the King James Version, however,
Sheol is translated "the grave," as well as "hell"
and "the pit." Sheol is translated "the grave"
thirty-one times: Gen. 37:35; 42:38; 44:29,31;
l Sam. 2:6; I Kings 2:6,9; Job 7:9; 14:13; 17: 13;
21:13; 24:19; Ps. 6:5; 30:3; 31:17; 49:14-twice, 15;
88:3; 89:48; 141:7; Prov. 1:12; 30:16; Eccl. 9:10;
Song of Sol. 8:6; Isa. 14:11; 38:10,18; Ezek. 31 :15;
Hos. 13:14-twice.
Sheol is translated "hell"
thirty-one times: Deut. 32:22; II Sam. 22:61 Job
11:8; 26:6; Ps. 9:17; 16:10; 18:5; 55:15; 86:13;
116:3; 139:8; Prov. 5:5; 7:27; 9:18; 15:11,24; 23:14;
27:20; Isa. 5:14; 14:9,15; 28:15,18; 57:9; Ezek.
31:16,17; 32:21,27; Amos 9:2; Jonah 2:2; Hab. 2:5.
Sheol is translated "the pit" three times: Num.
16:30,33; Job 17:16. The American Standard Version merely Anglicizes the word ( Sheol) as it does
Hades.
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Let us summarize: Sheol or Hades refers to the
intermediate state of disembodied spirits between
death and the resurrection; Paradise and Tartarus
are compartments in Hades; Gehenna is tl_ieplace
of eternal punishment after the resurrection.
Thus, the word hell, a translation of Gehenna, is
correctly applied to the final punishment for the
wicked after judgment. Scripture never uses Hades
to mean the final state of punishment; instead, the
word is always Gehenna. Gehenflfl is not Tartarus,
the place of the wicked spirits awaiting judgment.
Emphasizing judgment a?d eternity, the ~ord _of
God says comparatively little about the mtenm
state of disembodied souls. There is no Biblical
record of a report from this spirit-land. Lazarus
said nothing about the conditions there after he
returned to life (John 11); nor did Paul say anything about what he saw in "the third he~ven"
(II Cor. 12:3,4), for it was not lawful for hrm to
reveal those things.
It is important to note that after death there is
no opportunity for one to change his life's record.
Death cannot work any change in a person's character. When death comes and the spirit enters
into Hades, the "gulf' between the saved and the
lost is "fixed" (Luke 16:26. Cf. Acts 1:25; Prov.
14:32; Eccl. 11:3; Rev. 22:11). One's life on earth
determines his condition in Hades. Likewise, his
deeds on earth determine his eternal reward (Cf.
John 8:21; Rom. 14:12; II Cor. 5:10; Tit. 2:11,12).
His soul is not on probation in the intermediate
state. Probation ends at death; fate is sealed, and
destiny is permanently fixed. The Bible says nothing
about probation after death. "It is appointed unto
men once to die, but after this the judgement"
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(Heb. 9:27). There is no postmortem gospel (Heb.
3:7, 15). Christ did not give the people of Noah's
day a "second chance" in Hades, as some think.
Such people misunderstand the statement in I Pet.
3:18-20. The preaching done by Christ was through
Noah, who was inspired by the Holy Spirit; the
audience was the people living at the time the ark
was being prepared ( Cf. II Pet. 2:5; I Pet. 1:10,11;
Gen. 6:3; Luke 4:18; Eph. 2:17).
Another frequently misunderstood Scripture on
this subject of a second chance is I Pet. 4:6, where
the writer refers to the preaching of the gospel
"to them that are dead." The statement means that
the gospel had been preached to living people,
although at the time of writing they were dead.
The Bible does not teach vicarious baptism-the
practice of baptizing living people on behalf of
dead people. Paul's statement in I Cor. 15:29 means
that people are baptized with the view to the resurrection of their dead bodies ( cf. Acts 18:8; Rom.
6:3,4). The central idea of I Cor. 15 is that man's
resurrection is dependent upon Christ's resurrection. It is impossible for one to be baptized for
another-living or dead.
V. What About Purgatory?
The theory of purgatory is that in Hades the
souls make satisfaction by suffering for sins committed after baptism, the period of time depending
on the degree of their guilt. Once they are purged,
they go to heaven. Those who hold to this theory
believe the "Church" on earth has the power by her
prayers and the sacrifices of mass to shorten these
sufferings or to remit them altogether. Cardinal
Gibbons says:
•
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The Catholic Church teaches that . . . there exists in
the next life a middle state of temporary punishment,
allotted for those who have died in venial sin, or who
have not satisfied the justice of God for sins already forgiven. She also teaches us that, although the souls
consigned to this intermediate state, commonly called
purgatory, cannot _help themselves, they may be aided
by the suffrages of the faithful on earth. ( The Faith of
Our Fathers, London:· John Murray Co., 1905, 47th. ed.,
p. 247.)

Although Cardinal Gibbon's Idea is suggested in
the Apocryphal book of II Maccabees (12:43-46),
no Scriptural authority exists for this teaching.
Biblically, "purgatory" is an unknown. The intermediate state of Hailes is not a place of purgatoryfor anybody. No soul can pass from Tartarus to
Paradise, or vice versa. Neither the rich man, nor
Lazarus, nor the thief on the cross went to purgatory. Men's sins are cleansed by the blood of Christ:
"The blood of Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin" (I John 1:7). However cherished or lucrative
this doctrine, it is no part of the teaching of Christ,
or of the apostles, or of any other truly inspired
man (Cf. II Thess. 2:3-12; Rev. 13:14).
Moreover, the Bible does not command prayer
for the dead nor to the dead. ( See I Tim. 2:5;
Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25). Every Christian is a priest
(I Pet. 2:5; Rev. 1:6) as well as a saint (I Cor.
1:2); he prays directly to God through Christ, not
to or through saints. Praying for the dead is a
superstitious practice. Likewise, the dead cannot
benefit those on earth. The rich man's pleading
for help for his brothers on earth availed nothing.
Nothing can now be done to change the condition
of the departed, because the gulf is fixed.
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VI. What A.bout Spiritualum?
Realizing that Scripture teaches the continued
conscious existence of the departed, some claim
that they can talk to the dead; but the Bible does
not teach that the living can communicate with the
spirits .:>fthose who have passed from this life. In
fact, the practice of spiritualism or spiritis;rn is severely condemned in the Scriptures. "Regard not
them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after
wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the Lord your
God" (Lev. 19:31. Cf. 20:'3,27; Deut. 18:10-12; Acts
19:18-20; Rev. 21:8; 22:15). Men should seek God
and not pretend to hold consuli:atiuu wiL.1.the dead;
they should go to "the law and to the testimony"
( Isa. 8: 19,20). By tricks of magic and sleight-ofhand performances, mediums deceive people into
thinking they are receiving messages from their
departed friends and loved ones.
The narrative of Samuel's appearance to King
Saul in the house of the witch of Endor, when
properly studied, falls short of proving a real case
of spiritualistic communication ( 1 Sam. 28:3-25).
Samuel appeared to Saul and talked with him, but
not through a medium. At this seance the witch
of Endor was just an ordinary scared observer. The
night scene at Endor is God's expose of her Satanic
system of deception. In going to this spiritualist,
Saul did wrong (I Chron. 10:13,14). Spiritualism
is of the devil and utterly false in its claims.
Vil. Will the Body be Raiaed?
The Bible teaches the resurrection of the dead.
Jesus declared: "Marvel not at this: for the hour
is•coming, in the which all that are in the graves
shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that
have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and
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they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of
.damnation" (John 5:28,29). Paul said: 'There
shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the
just and unjust" ( Acts 24: 15). The resurrected
body will be a changed body. "We shall all be
changed," said Paul. This change shall be instantaneous: "in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye."
Those who are dead shall be raised; those who are
living at Christ's coming shal\ not die, but their
bodies shall be made immortal (Cf. Phil. 3:21).
"For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and
this mortal must put on immortality" ( 1 Cor. 15:
20-57).
Scripture says that men's spirits will leave
Hades when Jesus comes again and the bodies are
raised at the last day. At the end of time the
spirits shall come from Hades and the resurrected
bodies shall come from the graves; at that time all
spirits will be united with their resurrected immortal bodies (John 5:28,29; I Thess. 4:14; Rev.
1:18; 20:13). This will be the end of Hades (Rev.
20:14). Then there shall be a great judgment day,
when all men shall be given their eternal rewards
or punishments (Matt. 12:41,42; 16:27; 25:31-46;
Acts 17:31; 24:15).
Christ by his resurrection from the dead has
"abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel" ( II Tim. 1:
10). The faithful child of God has nothing to fear
in dying (Heb. 2:14,15). He knows that Christ has
conquered death, and that ultimately all the dead
shall be raised. He can say with the Psalmist: "Yea,
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
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death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me."
(Ps. 23:4; Cf. Rom. 8:38,39).
Ylll. What A.bout Future Recognition?
Finally, "Will the redeemed know each other in
heaven?" Although the Bible does not speak directly on the subject, many passages of Scripture
seem to imply that they will. Jesus said that earthly
relationships will not exist in heaven ( Matt. 22:30;
Mark 12:25); but he did teach that memory and
personal identity, the essential elements of recognition, are retained in the future state ( Matt. 25:
34-46; Rev. 6:9,10). In Hades the rich man recognized Lazarus and begged for mercy (Luke 16:23,
24). Peter, in some way, recognized Moses and
Elias while with Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matt. 17:3,4).
Jesus' statement concerning the sociability of
heaven as a feast implies personal recognition. He
said: "Many shall come from the east and west
and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 8:11).
Will Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob be known? If
they are known, surely others also will be known.
Heaven will be the family of God of all ages in
the Father's house. There "God shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes" ( Rev. 21: 4) . The righteous spirits will be in resurrected, immortal bodi.es,
not some kind of ghostlike beings ( I Cor. 15:4254).
When David's dead child was yet unburied, he
said: "I shall go to him, but he shall not return to
me" (II Sam. 12:23). This surely meant, "I shall
soon rejoin him there." Is there not also implied
the expectation of recognition? What comfort could
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David find in the_thought that he would go to his
child, if that child would never be known to him
on the other side of death? Paul said he would be
made happy in heaven to know that those whom he
had converted had remained faithful and would be
among the saved (Phil. 2:16; 4:1; I Thess. 2:19,20;
II Cor. 1:14; 4:14). Obviously, Paul knew that
memory would not be annihilated. He anticipated
the delightful renewing of old associations, recounting of mutual trials, ansl of giving thanks to
God. John's recognition of Christ on the isle of
Patmos implies future recognition among the saved
(Rev. 1:13).
Man's knowledge of heaven and the future life
is, of course, necessarily limited while he is on
earth. He has only hints of the pleasures that await
beyond the grave. John, an apostle, expressed
this thought in these words: "Beloved, now are
we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall
appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him
as he is" (I John 3:2; Cf. Dent. 29:29).
Christians know their separation here is only
temporary. They shall meet one another, and
live forever in heaven with the Lord. What a
blessed hope Christians have of a life beyond the
grave and a reunion with all the redeemed in the
world to come! "Wherefore comfort one another
with these words" (1 Thess. 4:18).
Summary

The Scriptures definitely teach that there is an
eternal existence beyond the grave for all men.
Man was created in the image of God and exists
in three states: ( 1) body and spirit united in a
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physical body; ( 2) body and spirit separated, with
the spirit in Hades and the body in the tomb; ( 3)
resurrected body and spirit reunited and in the final
eternal abode, heaven or hell.
The diagram on the following page will clarify
the teaching of this study. Circle # 1 represents the
realm of this world where spirits live in a physical
body. Some in this life are righteous children of
God, having been saved from past sins by an
obedient faith in Christ and through the grace
of God (Rom. 6:16-18; Mark 16:16; Acts 16:215-34;
2:36-38; Eph. 2:8; I John 1:7; Rev. 1:5; Acts
22: 16). Some others, such as innocent children,
are safe (Matt. 19:14). Still others are lost in sin
(John 8:24; II Pet. 2:20,21). The first state of
human existence terminates in death, when the
body goes to the grave and the immortal spirit to
Hades. Death is the door to the next world.
Circle #2 represents Sheol or Hades, the abode
of all disembodied spirits. Here all souls are in a
state of consciousness; the righteous are happy in
Paradise and the wicked are miserable in Tartarus.
While in this intermediate state the human spirit
is separated from its body. In Hades the "gulf" is
fixed. This state commences at death and terminates with the resurrection. When the third state
begins, at the second coming of Christ, Hades will
be destroyed.
Circle #3 represents the day of final judgment
(Matt. 215:31-46;Rom. 14:12; Rev. 20:11-15). At
that time all mankind will give an account of the
deeds done in the body, whether good or bad; judgment will be pronounced, and the execution of
judgment will begin (Cf. Matt. 7:21-23; Luke 12:
47, 48).
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Circle #4 represents Gehenna (hell), the eternal place of condemnation for all the wicked ( Matt.
25:41,46; II Thess. 1:9; Mark 9:44-48; 12:40; Rev.
21:8). No one is annihilated after the judgment.
The "eternal" or "everlasting" ( Gr. aionios) life
of the righteous in heaven will be endless; likewise, the "eternal" or "everlasting" ( Gr. aionios)
punishment of the wicked in hell will be endless.
Circle #5 represents heaven, the eternal home
of the righteous (Rev. 21-22:5; cf. 7:13-17; John
14:1-3; I Pet. 1:4). There the inhabitants will live
in perfect peace and never grow old, for in God's
presence there is "fulness of joy" and "pleasures
for evermore" (Ps. 16:11).
Epilogue
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THE THIEF ON THE CROSS
CONVERSION
MUST ONE BE A MEMBER OF THE CHURCH
TO BE SAVED?
THE HOLY SPIRIT IN CONVERSION
UPON THIS ROCK
THE VINE AND THE BRANCHES
THE EVIDENCE OF PARDON
BIBLE BAPTISM

Heaven, the wonderful city of God, is described
in the most beautiful imagery. Only through the
eye of faith can the beauties of heaven be envisioned. It is a state of eternal joy and happiness,
a land without sickness, pain, death, or sad farewells.
There the saints of all ages In harmony meet,
Thetr Savior and brethren transported to greet;
While the anthems of rapture unceasingly roll,
And the smile of the Lord is the feastof the soul.
-Anonymous

As John Newton said in his great hymn "Amazing Grace,.:
When we've been there ten tlwu.~and year11.
BriiI.ht shining as the sun,
We've no less days ta sing God's prai.~e
Than when we've first begun.

How wonderful it will be to live in that eternal
city whose builder and maker is God!
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